
Message from the Dean

September is a busy and exciting month in
the college. Many of our college family just
finished working to support livestock shows
and other events at the Kentucky State Fair;
we calculate our contributions to be
equivalent to $1 million. We are welcoming
11 new faculty and 635 new freshmen. As
always, our college mixes traditions with
new ideas. Speaking of traditions, Ag North
was flooded again on the second day of
classes. This is not a tradition we want to
celebrate, and we are sorry for the
inconvenience but appreciate the good
spirits of all who had to do a cleanup.

Speaking of tradition, how many really know
much about the big mural in the Ag North
foyer? Early in the month, we will recognize
the artists who designed and constructed

the sandcast mural that has been part of the Seay lobby of Ag North since 1965.
Louis and Sarah Frederick cast this mural as a tribute to the role of agriculture in
Kentucky. Mrs. Frederick, of Louisville, will be joining us at 2:30 p.m. Sept. 9 for a
reception and unveiling of a plaque honoring the artists.

On Friday Sept. 13, we will gather at 3 p.m. beside the historic Cooper House to
celebrate its rebirth as the new front door for the College of Agriculture, Food and
Environment and to celebrate the formation of the James B. Beam Institute for
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Kentucky Spirits. These are two exciting projects that honor our history and an
iconic Kentucky brand while forging new opportunities for the college and the
spirits industry.

Also, during that week, we will celebrate with our alumni, staff and friends during
the annual Roundup week activities. Staff appreciation day is always a special day
as we express our appreciation to the staff who are so critical to the success of our
college. A rundown of the week and information on how to register can be found
here. Additional information on staff appreciation day can be found in this issue.

The festivities continue the next week as we celebrate, along with our
stakeholders, the ribbon cutting for the Grain and Forage Center of Excellence in
Princeton. The center is a symbol of the wonderful history of collaborations with
our many farmers and stakeholders in agriculture. It is also a symbol of our
continued collective efforts for the betterment of Kentucky’s agriculture economy.
The event is 2 p.m. CDT on Thursday, Sept. 19.

With all these activities and events, we celebrate the progress our college
continues to make thanks to dedicated faculty, staff and our wonderful alumni and
stakeholders. It is humbling as we look at the trust so many people place in us
every day. Our college community continues to make sure that “it starts with us.”

Please join us for as many of these activities as you can. 

Staff Appreciation DayStaff Appreciation Day

Everyone is invited for lunch, a special guest speaker, yard games and more on
Wednesday, Sept. 11. Register here for Staff Appreciation Day. Activities include:

9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Yard games. Displays and snacks in Gorham Hall
10 a.m. Outstanding Staff Awards 2019-Nominee Recognition
11:30 a.m. Meal lines open
12 p.m. College update, Outstanding Staff Awards presentations, special guest
speaker, comedian Etta May
1 p.m. Yard games. Displays and snacks in Gorham Hall

STUFF THE TRUNK TO DUNK! Dean Nancy Cox and special guests will be in the dunking
booth! To dunk, help stuff the trunk with pantry items and toiletries to benefit the Big
Blue Pantry. (Weather permitting.)

Awards/HonorsAwards/Honors
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Congratulations to Ryan Hargrove, professor in the Department of Landscape
Architecture, who co-designed these multi-sided geometric shapes with UK landscape
architecture student Renato Virto. The installation, that features three luminous
sculptures, marks the entryway to Lexington's Warehouse Block.

Rosalind Harris, associate professor in the Department of Community Leadership and
Development, received the 2019 Outstanding Community Development Educator Award.

2019 Intercultural Awareness Day2019 Intercultural Awareness Day

For the first time in history, today's
workplace contains five generations,
each with different leadership,
communication and career development
styles. This one-day conference will
focus on:

Overcoming generational
stereotyping by encouraging
collaboration between team
members of different generations
on projects.
Understanding different work
styles so that individuals are more
likely to be motivated to perform
well when they have a certain
level of autonomy about how they
work.
Adopting communication
techniques and technology that
encourages people to use their preferred communication method.
Learning about successful integration of multiple generations through mentoring,



advising, full time employment, internships and more.
Opportunities to engage in critical conversations surrounding generational
differences in today's world through experiential learning activities.

This free conference is open to faculty, staff, students and community members. Lunch is
included. Seating is limited, attendees are encouraged to register by Friday, Oct. 11,
2019. Click here to register. Contact Ashley Holt at Ashley.Holt@uky.edu for more
information.

In the newsIn the news

Josh Jackson, assistant professor, and Michael Sama, associate professor,
Department of Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering are highlighted in Drones
and facial recognition could help keep cows healthy  
Bob Pearce, professor, Department of Plant and Soil Sciences, is quoted in EPA
seeks public comment on pesticide applications for hemp
Jennifer Bridge, Meade County extension agent for family and consumer sciences,
and Ruth Chowning, Bullitt County extension agent for family and consumer
sciences, were highlighted in Green goo and ghost peppers: When fair food
entries go wrong, these judges pay the price
Nick Teets, assistant professor, Department of Entomology, was highlighted in UK
entomologist awarded NSF grant to study Antarctic insects 
Kiersten Wise, associate professor, Department of Plant Pathology, was
highlighted in Students experience agronomy, UK through crop scouting
competition

Spotlight

Carmen AgouridisCarmen Agouridis
Associate Dean for Instruction

We asked Carmen to share a little about her
passions, her career path and what led her to us. 

Tell us about your background and what led you
to your current role at UK?
My roots are in the agricultural community. My
family’s farm was on the western outskirts of
Knoxville, Tennessee. There, we raised beef cattle,
produced hay and grew vegetables. My love of
science, math and the outdoors lead me to
biosystems and agricultural engineering where I
earned a B.S. and M.S. from the University of
Tennessee and a Ph.D. from the University of
Kentucky. I also earned a Master’s in Public Policy
while at UK and I am working on my MBA.

Throughout my time at UK, I’ve held a wide variety of positions from graduate student to
staff to research faculty to regular title series faculty and now extension title series
faculty.

While my education and work experience helped prepare me for this position, what truly
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led me to it was my love of working with students and my passion for teaching. The
opportunities I’ve had to work with students whether it’s individual consultations,
teaching in the classroom and field, conducting research or designing and implementing
projects have been the most rewarding times of my professional career. I view the
associate dean for instruction role as an opportunity to further my ability to enrich
students’ lives and help them realize their dreams. 

What is your favorite thing about working in CAFE?
Easy – the people, our culture and the opportunities. CAFE has so many amazing and
talented faculty, staff and students who treat each other like family. Combine this
positive culture with opportunities to collaborate with inspiring colleagues on cutting-
edge research, improving communities and educating the next generation, why I couldn’t
imagine a better place to be.

What is one thing about yourself that might surprise people?
In my spare time, I enjoy running (but not when it’s really hot). Before having my kids, I
completed two marathons, but now, I’m happy to complete a 7 to 9-mile run. One day, I
would love to compete in the Bourbon Chase on a CAFE team.

Calendar of Events

September 5September 5
Western KY Equine Field Day

September 6September 6
First Friday

September 8September 8
Grandparents Day

September 9September 9
Frederick Mural Reception

September 9September 9
Insect Walk at the Arboretum

September 10September 10
Fall Grazing School

September 11September 11
Patriot Day

September 11September 11
Staff Appreciation Day

September 14September 14
UK Roundup

September 15-16September 15-16

Helpful Links

Giving
College Weekly for Faculty & Staff
College Weekly for Students
The Ag Magazine
The Ambassador
Contact Us

Click the image above to read the latest
issue of The Ag Magazine!
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2019 Southeastern Grain Gathering

September 17September 17
UK Ag Career Fair

September 19September 19
Grain and Forage Center of Excellence
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

September 20-21September 20-21
Kentucky Wood Expo

September 21September 21
International Day of Peace

September 23September 23
First Day of Autumn

September 25September 25
Business & All Majors Career Fair

September 26September 26
Beef Bash

October 2October 2
Equine Career and Opportunities Fair

Click the image above to read the latest
issue of The Ambassador!
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