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The University of Kentucky’s new strategic plan, The UK-PURPOSE: The Strategic Plan to

Advance Kentucky, focuses squarely on our university advancing the commonwealth’s

economy and health. As a college, this is certainly something we have embraced since our
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beginning and one we continue to work toward every day.

Under this new plan, five principles have been set. At its most recent meeting, the UK

board of trustees approved the plan, although there will be a few more edits before the

final plan is released.

• Putting Students First

• Taking Care of Our People

• Inspiring Ingenuity

• Ensuring Greater Trust, Transparency and Accountability

• Bringing Together Many People, One Community

Each one of these areas addresses activities that are thriving within our college.  In many

of these areas, we excel. But as always, we must think about how these principles fit into

the work we do and how we can further our efforts for the betterment of the state’s

residents, communities and economies.

Under our Center for Student Success, our enrollment numbers are strong; our retention

rates are trending upward, and our commitment to diversity and inclusion shows through

in our increasing number of minoritized and first-generation students. We will continue to

focus our efforts in these areas offering a holistic student experience – from the classroom

to research and experiential education opportunities. We will also look for ways to enhance

our student's well-being and prepare them for the complex world they will enter.

Taking care of our people means not just within our campus but across the state,

something that has a deep-rooted meaning for our land-grant history. Through

Cooperative Extension, we have worked since its founding to support and care for the

people of the commonwealth. Our physical presence across the state makes us uniquely

able to support our communities and address the needs they have identified as critical,

including mental health, substance use and economic development. Creating and

expanding strategic alliances on campus and across the state are also critical. As vice

president for land-grant engagement, I am pleased that the strategic plan asks us to

elevate services from all of UK to our communities.

Inspiring Ingenuity means being strategic, innovative and working collaboratively to

address complex challenges. Our robust program of applied and fundamental research

positions us well to serve our stakeholders with bold ideas for taking creative research to

the next level.

Ensuring trust, transparency and accountability should be hallmarks in everything we

do.  The strategic plan looks to examine all policies related to governance and financial
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management. It aims to simplify processes and procedures and concomitantly inspire more

understanding across the UK community.

Creating a culture of belonging, Bringing Together Many People, One Community, is

an ongoing process on campus and in our college. We have much to be proud of through

the work of our Office of Diversity, but we can and must do more for our students,

colleagues and communities. We can further leverage Cooperative Extension as a place to

listen to and learn from diverse communities.

In the coming months, we will be looking at ways we can help the university meet its

objectives, but more importantly, we will be helping to advance Kentucky.

Dean Nancy Cox

Carrie Castille, director of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Institute of Food

and Agriculture, right, visited the College of Agriculture, Food and Environment on Oct.

27-29. During her visit, she met with CAFE leadership and scientists with a focus on areas

of building resilient food systems, Cooperative Extension’s work in community health and

wellness, livestock research and engagement, equine research and engagement, hemp,

controlled environment agriculture and an overview of NIFA-funded programs in CAFE.

Pictured with Director Castille inside the poinsettia-filled greenhouse at the UK Horticulture

Research Farm is Garrett Owen, assistant horticulture professor.
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Undergraduate research grants awarded

Congratulations to CAFE students who received funding for their undergraduate research

for this academic year. The awards were announced in October. The grants are intended to

enhance undergraduate experiences and innovation in research. Funding is provided by

the UK vice president for research, through the Office of Undergraduate Research, and it is

coordinated by the CAFE Center for Student Success and the CAFE Research Office.

• William Blitch, Natural Resources and Environmental Science senior – advisor, Mark

Coyne, Plant and Soil Sciences

• Bridget Bolt, Agricultural and Medical Biotechnology, senior - advisor, Carlos

Rodriguez-Lopez, Horticulture

• Caitlynn Bryant, Agricultural and Medical Biotechnology senior – advisor, Carrie

Shaffer, Veterinary Science

• Michael Buoncristiani, Agricultural and Medical Biotechnology senior – advisor,

Ramon Sun, Molecular and Cellular Biochemistry

• Kristin Carlton, Agricultural and Medical Biotechnology senior – advisor, Sarah

D'Orazio, Microbiology, Immunology, Molecular Genetics

• Katie Chheang, Agricultural and Medical Biotechnology senior - advisor Olga

Tsyusko, Plant and Soil Sciences

• Benjamin Clements, Agricultural and Medical Biotechnology senior – advisor, Carlos

Rodriguez-Lopez, Horticulture

• Megan Dakoske, Agricultural and Medical Biotechnology senior – advisor, Paul

Vijayakumar, Animal and Food Sciences

• Catherine Esparza, Sustainable Ag and Community Food Systems senior – advisor,

Elisa D'Angelo, Plant and Soil Sciences

• Sarah Fields, Agricultural and Medical Biotechnology senior – advisor, Evangelia

Kalaitzoglou, Pediatrics

• Sundus Ghuneim, Agricultural and Medical Biotechnology senior – advisor, Analia

Loria, Pharmacology and Nutritional Science

• Caleb Gooden, Agricultural and Medical Biotechnology senior – advisor, Arthur Hunt,

Plant and Soil Sciences

• Jordan Hinton, Dietetics senior – advisor, Julie Plasencia, Dietetics and Human

Nutrition

• Joseph Ison, Agricultural and Medical Biotechnology senior – advisor, Luke Moe,

Plant and Soil Sciences

• Malia Jones, Animal Sciences senior – advisor, Tayo Adedokun, Animal and Food

Sciences

• Amy Joubert, Agricultural and Medical Biotechnology senior – advisor, Bjoern Bauer,

Pharmaceutical Sciences
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• Grace Perrin, Animal Sciences senior – advisor, Tayo Adedokun, Animal and Food

Sciences

• Liza Reid, Agricultural Economics senior – advisor, Garrett Owen, Horticulture

• Gretchen Ruschman, Agricultural and Medical Biotechnology junior – advisor, Kendall

Corbin, Horticulture

• Courtney Shields, Agricultural and Medical Biotechnology senior – advisor, Kendall

Corbin, Horticulture

• Henry Smith, Agricultural and Medical Biotechnology senior – advisor, Nicole

Gauthier, Plant Pathology

• Alexander Stewart, Agricultural and Medical Biotechnology senior – advisor, Phillip

Skipwith, Biology

• Grant Walles, Agricultural and Medical Biotechnology junior – advisor, Robert Hirsch,

Plant Pathology

• Rich William, Horticultural Science senior – advisor, Garrett Owen, Horticulture

• Annabelle Wilson, Agricultural and Medical Biotechnology junior – advisor, Nicholas

Teets, Entomology

Veterinary Science leadership

Daniel Howe has been named acting chair of the CAFE Department of Veterinary Science

and Martin Nielsen has been named acting associate chair and director of graduate

studies. The terms are for one year, starting January 1 pending university approvals. Howe

has been associate chair and director of graduate studies in the department since 2014

and 2009, respectively. Nielsen holds the Schlaikjer Professor of Equine Infectious Disease.

A committee led by Reddy Palli, chair of the Department of Entomology, is being formed to

conduct a global search for a full-term department chair. The anticipated time frame is for

the successful candidate to be named by July 2022 and be in place by January 2023.

Cultivating Inclusion Series
 
The Cultivating Inclusion Series provides an informal, safe environment for faculty, staff

and students to engage in conversations related to diversity and inclusion while fostering

an appreciation of inclusivity within the UK College of Agriculture, Food and Environment.

There are two remaining sessions for the fall.

• November 4: “What If I Say the Wrong Thing? 25 Habits for Culturally Effective

People” book discussion, Part I- Join Kendriana Price from the Office of Diversity in
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Part I of the reading discussion by reading chapters 4, 9, 10, 12, 15 and 21. Part I

will cover the themes of inclusion, exclusion, microaggressions and

microaffirmations. Register here. For KERS training, register here.

• December 2: “What If I Say the Wrong Thing? 25 Habits for Culturally Effective

People” book discussion, Part II- Join Kendriana Price from the Office of Diversity in

Part II of the fall discussion by reading chapters 8, 11, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 22.

Part II will cover the themes of privilege, communication and accountability. Register

here. For KERS training, register here.

Successfully Manage the Performance Evaluation Process

CAFE supervisors are invited to attend this

Lunch & Learn session on Jan. 7, at noon

EST. Join via Zoom to explore practices

and techniques in the performance

evaluation process to plan, assess,

communicate and engage. Register here.

Kentucky Extension Diversity Award Nominations

Nominations are being accepted for the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Diversity Award.

For the past 26 years, Extension professionals who, through targeted efforts, excelled in

reaching new clientele have been honored with this award. Nominations are open until

November 15 and can be submitted here.
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UK students win international competition

University of Kentucky students Ryan Murphy, Thomas Pierce and Clara Woods are world

champion food marketers. The team recently won the Food Distribution Research Society

Inc.'s Student Food Marketing Challenge. In this competition, students acted as marketing

consultants and developed recommendations for a food company facing a marketing or

distribution challenge. Tim Woods, agricultural economics extension professor, was their

coach.

2021 MANRRS Virtual Regional Cluster

UK Minorities in Agriculture, Natural Resources and Related Sciences participated in the

2021 MANRRS Virtual Regional Cluster in October. The virtual proceedings included

professional development sessions on personal branding, mental health and self-care,

leading virtually and much more. Collegiate members participated in contests for their

chance to showcase their professionalism and represent their MANRRS region on the

national level. Join the CAFE Office of Diversity in celebrating the following students for

their 2021 MANRRS Virtual Regional Cluster achievements. The first-place winners will go

on to compete at the national level in March.                        

• Maya Horvath - John Deere Scholarship Recipient, Impromptu Public Speaking, 2nd

place

• Sunny Ghuneim - Interview Contest, 1st place

• Dorian Cleveland - Elevator Pitch Contest, 1st place

Two Kentuckians inducted into National 4-H Hall of Fame  

Harlene Welch, a 4-H volunteer from Harrison County, was a laureate in the 2021 4-H Hall

of Fame class. The late Jim Phelps, former Knott County 4-H youth development

agent, was a laureate in the 2020 Hall of Fame class. Both classes were

recognized during 2021 in-person ceremonies due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Read more

here.

Maine Chance-born filly heading to Breeders’ Cup
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Averly Jane, an undefeated stakes-winning filly, who was bred and raised at the college’s

Maine Chance Farm, received an automatic berth in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies Turf

Sprint set for November 5. Avery Jane is owned by Hat Creek Racing.

At Maine Chance, horses are foaled and raised as part of the overall student experience. It

is important to raise good horses, so students get the best experience possible, but horses

are really a byproduct of our program. Successful students are our main focus.

From the donors of mares and stallion seasons to individuals who helped the program get

started at the Fasig-Tipton sale, industry support has enabled the program’s success. We

are excited to follow Averly Jane’s career and excited that her success has highlighted

Maine Chance Farm.

In the news

• Tips from UK extension entomologist on keeping stink bugs out of your home – Ric

Bessin, professor, Department of Entomology

• Kentucky Takes Center Stage on No-Till's 60th Anniversary – Lloyd Murdock,
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professor emeritus, Department of Plant and Soil Sciences

• UK centers successfully train agricultural community members to recognize signs of

mental distress- Joan Mazur, deputy director, Southeast Center for Agricultural

Health and Injury Prevention; Alethea Bruzek, Boyle County family and consumer

sciences extension agent; Carolyn Oldham, director of continuing education, Central

Appalachian Regional Education and Research Center

• Kentucky showcases autumn through many colors – Laurie Thomas, extension

forester, Department of Forestry and Natural Resources

• Does Your Horse Have Cushing’s? Researchers Need to Hear from You – Amanda

Adams, associate professor, Department of Veterinary Science

Spotlight
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Jason Unrine 
Professor

Department of Plant and Soil Sciences

We asked Jason to share a little about his passions, his career path and what led him to

us.
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Tell us about your background and what led you to your current role at UK?

 
I grew up in Cincinnati and did my bachelor’s degree in biology at Antioch College, a very

small liberal arts college in Yellow Springs, Ohio. Antioch was a co-op school, meaning I

alternated work and study as two components of my education. I got my research career

started during my first year of undergrad working with the U.S. Forest Service in Corvallis,

Oregon as a field technician in the air quality biomonitoring program. I did four other co-

ops after this, including an internship at the Center for Marine Studies at the Universidade

Federal do Parana in Brazil, where I did my senior research on microinvertebrate

communities that inhabit bromeliad tanks in the restinga, which is a type of coastal tropical

forest in South America. While in Brazil, I started getting more serious about a career in

ecology and environmental science and found out about the University of Georgia,

Savannah River Ecology Laboratory during a discussion with my research mentor.

I eventually went there to do my doctorate in toxicology, studying the effects of global

mercury pollution on amphibians inhabiting isolated wetlands. I stayed for a postdoc and

eventually became a research scientist there.  I met my wife and fellow Plant and Soil

Sciences faculty member, Olga Tsyusko, who was a fellow doctoral student at the Ecology

Lab. Olga was studying the effects of radiation on plant populations in Chernobyl. We were

married, and shortly after, the opportunity came up for both of us to come to UK as

research faculty in PSS in 2008.

 
What is your favorite thing about working in CAFE?

 
My favorite thing about working in CAFE is the people. For the most part, people in CAFE

tend to have a collaborative spirit and are friendly and helpful. It feels like a family. I think

it’s the best college at UK to work in.

 
What is one thing about yourself that might surprise people?

 
Most people probably think of me as a bit of a lab rat, but they might be surprised to know

that before I came to UK, a lot, if not most of my research was field-based. I’ve had

amazing opportunities over my career to do field research in remote and inaccessible

wilderness areas ranging from mountains to swamps to the ocean. More recently, I’ve

been getting back into the field, working with communities in Eastern Kentucky on water

quality issues.
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